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FIG. 1 - Ericsonia lzesslandii HAQ 
n. sp., internal view. Paratype: Ne

gative C137. x 8400. 
FIG. 3 - Ericsonia lzesslandii HAQ 
n. sp., internal Yicw. Para type: Ne-

gative C116. x 13000 ca. 
FIG. 6 - Ericsonia hesslandii HAQ 
n. sp., internal view of a large, poorly 
preserYed specimen. Para type: Ne-

gative C041. x 7000. 
FIG. 3* - Ericsonia hesslandii HAQ n. 
sp., internal view. Holotype. Negative 

C071. X 12,200. 
FIG. 5 - Ericsonia lzesslandii HAQ n. 
sp., internal view. Para type: Negative 

C151. X 15,100 



Description: 

Diagnosis: Sub circular to circular Eric sonia with three concentric rings of crystal rays, orien
tated differently in the adjacent rings. The innermost ring consists of big irregular to almost 
rectangular crystals, and the second ring of numerous thin rays extending below crystals of the 
innermost ring. 

Dimensions of holotype: Major diameter 4.7 fl., minor diameter 4.1 fl.· Central opening 
0.5 fl.· Number of rays in the smaller shield 39, number of crystals in the innermost ring 6-8, 
in the second ring 40-45. 
Range of dimensions: The major diameter can very from 3.5 to 9.1 fl., the number of crystals 
in the innermost ring is 4 to 10, and the number of rays on the outermost ring of the smaller 
shield is from 33 to 48. 

Remarks: 

The prominent central opening which is a common characteristic of all other Ericsonia species 
is reduced to a large extent in this species because of the large crystals of the innermost ring. 
In some specimens, however, the central opening is well defined and almost circular. In others 
it is reduced to a small rectangular or triangular opening. This species is similar to E. occidentalis 

in having three concentric rings of crystal rays. The range of dimensions in E. hesslandii is 
much wider than any previously described species of Ericsonia (major diameter 3.5 to 9.1 fl.). 

Type level: 

Upper Eocene. 

Type locality: 

Near the village of Tabqua, some SO km west of the town Raqqa, NW Syria (boreholes). 
Distribution: Common to abundant in the present samples (Upper Eocene of Syria). 

Depository: 

Type collection of the Geological Institute, the University of Stockholm, Sweden. Holotype: 
negative C071. 

Author: 

Bilal ul Haq U. Z., 1966, p. 32; pl. 1, fig. 6; pl. 3, fig. 1; pl. 4, fig. 3; pl. 5, figs. 3, 5. 

Reference: 

Electron microscope studies on some Upper Eocene calcareous Nannoplankton from Syria. 
Stockholm Contributions in Geology, vol. 15, n° 3, pp. 23- 37, pis. 1- 6, 1 text-fig. 
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